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February is Black History Month in Canada! With this year’s theme, ‘Honouring Black Brilliance
Across Generations — From Nation Builders to Tomorrow’s Visionaries’, we're spotlighting the
work of two women who are in large part the reason why Black History Month is celebrated
across the country today.

In 1993, Rosemary Sadlier, then president of the Ontario Black History Society (OBHS), fought
for Black History Month to be celebrated nationally after successfully petitioning in Toronto. Two
years later, the Honourable Jean Augustine introduced a motion that was passed unanimously
to proclaim February as Black History Month in Canada. Honourable Jean Augustine was the
first Black woman elected to parliament in 1993 and was the first Black woman to be appointed
to Cabinet in 2002.

The St. John’s Status of Women Council’s work towards gender equity and social justice means
we stand in solidarity with local groups in the fight against racism and systemic oppression.
Black and racialized communities have long known the depth and extent that racism permeates
our institutions, society, and the lives of individuals in our community, province and beyond. We
recognize that institutional change and safety for marginalized people, especially people of
colour, sex workers and survivors of violence, does not include inflated investment in sectors of
the criminal justice system which cause the most harm.

We advocate for investment in alternative channels towards safety and justice and sovereignty;
including listening to and learning from racialized people and organizations, increased research,
funding, anti-racist policy initiatives and peer-led spaces in the work towards safety, justice, and
healing.

Support St. John’s’ vibrant Black community at these upcoming events:

BIPOC Queer & Trans Gathering: Potluck & Employment Conversations
Quadrangle NL (16 Forest Road, 3rd Floor)
February 7, 2026

12:00 PM - 3:00PM

Black History Month Flag Raising

St. John’s City Hall, Foran Green Room
February 9, 2026

1:00PM

Black Vendors Market

Centra NL & Black Business Initiative

St John’s Farmer’s Market
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February 12, 2026

5:00 - 8:00PM

ANC BHM Celebration
Emera Innovation Exchange
February 26, 2026

10:00 - 3:00PM
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